
NE Iowa Food & Farm Coalition Minutes 
February, 2010 

 
 The NIFF Coalition met on February 4, 2010 at noon at the 
Winneshiek County Extension office with 12 people 
present:  Teresa Wiemerslage, Ben Lewis, Katie Prochaska, 
Kyle Holthaus, Lyle Luzum, Carolyn Corbin, Randy Uhl, 
Karla Organist, Johnice Cross, Brenda Ranum, Dave 
Runyon, Eric Nordschow.  

 
The group was welcomed and Introductions shared.  
 
Wiemerslage gave the financial report.  

 The final report for the RFSWG grant 400-44-51 was submitted on 1/29/10.  The group reviewed 
the final report and unanimously approved it.  

 We will be starting to work with new funding from FFI (Nov 09-Oct 31, 2010) 
o $10,000 under Re-granting (producer mini-grants) 
o $18,000 under Contractual Services/Technical support (feasibility studies) 
o $2000 for office expenses 
o $8000 for meetings and conference (speakers, workshops, etc) 

 Other grants: 
o Specialty Crop Grant for $15,000 
o Entrepreneurship Grant 

 
REPORTS 
Education Committee gave their report 

 Reflection:  Meeting with school food service directors on Jan 15 in West Union.  Eight 
school districts were represented.  Mary Kay Madsen with the Nutrition Division of Dept 
of Ed was present to answer procurement questions.  Follow-up meetings will be 
scheduled to help schools with the bidding process for local foods and knife skills 
training.  

 Reflection:  Midwest Value Added Conference, Eau Claire, WI 
o Attended:  Teresa Wiemerslage, Dan Lane, Craig Chase, Johnice Cross, Trampes 

Curtin, Denise Buddenberg, Bob Raymond, Mari Holthaus, Anna Newman, 
Carolyn Corbin, Ann Bushman. 

 Upcoming:  Workshop on March 23 for Farmers Market growers.  Bob Haxton and Andy 
Larson will be presenting.  

 Upcoming:  Driftless Region workshop on March 18, in Prairie du Chien. 

 Check the calendar at www.iowafreshfood.com for more events.  
 
Farm to School Report  
 
Microloan Committee 
The committee recently met and discussed promotion of the fund.  A news release has been developed.  
Local partners will be visited to share the information (banks, ec. Dev, chambers, etc).  
http://www.iowafoodandfitness.org/news/42.html  
 

http://www.iowafreshfood.com/
http://www.iowafoodandfitness.org/news/42.html


Set meeting schedule for 2010 

 Feb 4, 2010 

 Mar 4, 2010 

 No meeting in April.  RFSWG meeting on April 1 

 May 6, 2010 

 June tours with county FFI teams 

 No meeting in July 

 August 5, 2010 

 Sept 2, 2010 

 Oct.  Annual meeting or potluck? (i.e. family event at Trout Hatchery?) 

 Nov 4, 2010 – possible teleconference 

 Dec 2, 2010 

 Should any of these meetings be teleconferences?   
 
Other items: 
Carolyn talked about the Decorah Area Sustainability Plan.  It will encompass energy and food.  Other 
areas working on similar plans:  Dubuque, Fairfield, Iowa City.  
 
The group reviewed the producer mini-grant application process for 2010.  Suggestions included:  

 Reduce the amount of match required to 75%.  Include examples with the match.  

 Give examples of past projects 

 Include a cost of labor to use as match. $18/hr.  

 Farmers Markets and other local food business are eligible 

 Contact Howard Co and Chickasaw Co Economic Development for interest in assisting.  
 
MOSES 21st Annual Organic Farming Conference 
February 25-27, 2010 | La Crosse, WI   http://www.mosesorganic.org/conference 
 

Feb 23:  Michael Pollan at Luther College, 7 pm 

 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
NIFF Coalition Update 
February 3, 2010 
 
New Report:  “Scaling Up: Meeting the Demand for Local Food”  
To develop informed business development strategies for Wisconsin farmers and other supply chain 
start-ups, the U of Wisconsin studied and documented eleven models of regional food aggregation and 
distribution.  GROWN Locally is featured as one of the models.  
 
New Report:  “Grass-based dairy products: challenges and opportunities” 
The Wisconsin Department of Agriculture and partners have published a report titled "Grass-based dairy 
products: challenges and opportunities." This report is intended to provide guidance for future grass-fed 
dairy marketing efforts.  
 
Practical Farmers of Iowa’s 2010 Cooperators’ Meeting  
You are invited to attend Practical Farmers of Iowa’s 2010 Cooperators’ Meeting on February 11 and 12. 
 PFI’s Cooperators’ Program has helped farmers across Iowa and beyond conduct high quality on-farm 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102896152372&s=8331&e=0013kHz1ssOl1YqVBjRZqVe7ApTAx19HIHVK6O4RaVs1daqn9t-PgINAeP_nm9Tfk7T5ByurUVqnuY5yOoQ2sl12KI4J13uuxeTrLepffkWEAizeLiGS6NnjC0SY3FGMop1X8G9rkpKuMU=
http://www.cias.wisc.edu/farm-to-fork/scaling-up-meeting-the-demand-for-local-food/
http://www.cias.wisc.edu/farm-to-fork/scaling-up-meeting-the-demand-for-local-food/
http://www.cias.wisc.edu/wp-content/uploads/2009/09/gbdairyreportfinallowres.pdf
http://www.cias.wisc.edu/wp-content/uploads/2009/09/gbdairyreportfinallowres.pdf


research and demonstration projects to develop and promote profitable, ecologically sound and 
community-enhancing approaches to agriculture.    
 
Tour Niche Pork Facilities This Winter Virtually 
This winter, hog farmers have the chance to see other niche pork operations through three webinars. 
The webinars will occur February 3, February 10, and March 25. Each webinar occurs over the lunch 
hour from noon to 1:30 p.m.  Take a virtual tour of the Scott Sibbel operation near Carroll, Iowa, and see 
and discuss technologies, ideas, and strategies used in Scott’s operation. Emphasis will be placed on new 
and innovative techniques and ideas.  Read more. 
 
Practical Farmers of Iowa Farminar Series 
PFI is excited to announce their winter lineup of online webinars, or “farminars.” Practical Farmers of 
Iowa has four farminars scheduled for this winter, beginning January 26. To register and participate in 
the farminars, visit www.practicalfarmers.org/farminar.  Visit the same link to see archives of each 
presentation.   Read more. 
     January 26, 7:00-8:30 p.m., “Whole Farm Soil Planning” with Amber Anderson-Mba 
     February 2, 7:00-8:30 p.m., “Ramp Up Vegetable Production” with Martin Stosiek 
     February 9, 7:00-8:30 p.m., “Grow Vegetables Year-Round” with Adam Montri 
     February 16, 7:00-8:30 p.m., “Opportunities in Agroforestry” with Tom Wahl 
     March 2, 7:00-8:30 p.m., Pastured Poultry      
     March 9, 7:00-8:30 p.m., Vegetable Production 
     March 16, 7:00-8:30 p.m., Vegetable Marketing 
     March 23, 7:00-8:30 p.m., Grass Fed Beef 
Practical Farmers of Iowa will offer a series of four spring farminars beginning March 2. The spring series 
will offer participants a “Fish Bowl” view of a beginning farmer learning from an experienced farmer.  
 
Introducing Root River Farm 
Meet Katie Prochaska and Mike Bollinger.  They had been farming the last six years in both Maine and 
just outside of Chicago, and have finally settled into owning our own farm last April (River Root Farm) 
just outside of Decorah, near the Lower Dam.    
They are currently under organic exemption for 2009 and are planning to be certified organic in 2010. 
 They have several greenhouses and are growing transplants for the spring and offering a plant sale for 
local growers.  We have an order form on our website.  They want to work with local producers/farmers 
who are looking for a local source of vegetable and herb plants at bulk/wholesale pricing depending on 
the quantities.   Mike also sells hoophouses and consults on their construction.  Check out their website 
at www.riverrootfarm.com.   Welcome!  
 
Mike Bollinger, 563-382-6249, mike@smallfarmtool.com 
http://www.fourseasontools.com/index.html  

http://www.iowafreshfood.com/site/news-headlines/41.html
http://www.practicalfarmers.org/farminar
http://www.iowafreshfood.com/site/news-headlines/42.html
http://www.riverrootfarm.com/
mailto:mike@smallfarmtool.com
http://www.fourseasontools.com/index.html

